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In a world become a desert we thirst for comradeship. It is the savor of
bread broken with comrades that makes us accept the values of war. But
there are other ways than war to bring us the warmth of a race, shoulder to
shoulder, towards an identical goal. War has tricked us. It is not true that
hatred adds anything to the exaltation of the race.
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Japanese cinema has been lucky to have such a colorful figure as Seijun
Suzuki as one of its ambassadors. Some have seen Suzuki as an iconoclast,
a cinematic rebel out to break every rule in the filmmaking book, more
likely discarding it entirely. Others view him as an aesthetic genius,
reconfiguring and reinventing cinema to fit his own unique visual

perception of the world.
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Pluralism is a social situation in which people with different ethnicities,
worldviews, and moralities live together peacefully and interact with
each other amicably. The last phrase is important. It makes little sense to
speak of pluralism if people do not talk with each other — for instance,
where people do interact but only as masters and slaves, or where they
live in sharply segregated communities and only interact in exclusively
economic relations. For pluralism to unleash its full dynamic, there must

be sustained conversation, not necessarily between equals, but extended
in time and covering a broad range of subjects. Anthropologists have two
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useful terms for this: commensality and connubium, eating together
and/or marrying each other.
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